FACEBOOK and TWITTER Session for U3A  (23 Feb 2011)

Social Networking www.facebook.com 

You may have seen the film Social Network about how Facebook started.  It has the highest market share over FriendsReunited,  Bebo and MySpace which you may also have heard of  - and perhaps another brand will take over from FaceBook in the future.

It’s web-based so you can sign up today if you want and keep in touch with friends & family and if you want form a U3A group. Oldest person ever on FaceBook died last year aged 104 – there’s a record for some of you to aim at!

Facebook launched in 2004.  As of January 2011[update], Facebook has more than 600 million active users. Users may create a personal profile, add other users as friends and exchange messages, including automatic notifications when they update their profile. Additionally, users may join common interest user groups, organized by workplace, school, or college, or other characteristics. 

What does it do?  It’s an interactive space where you post your own profile and news and keep in touch with friends.    You can load photos, video

Profile – you can see mine is minimal mostly due to my spare time being minimal

By editing your profile you can list previous schools, workplaces etc so that people there can be searched for – like Friends Reunited which has lost out massively to FaceBook

Find Friends / People you may know  Note that many people don’t broadcast a photo of themselves or not a hi-quality photo

As you can see there are 100’s of mutual friends particularly if you add a famous person to follow what they are doing

The blue Find Friends button also searches through your email address and then searches through the existing facebook members looking for matches 

How to search for just a name –go to People -  be aware that if you search for a common name there will be 100’s of people with same name.

You can form a group – related to an interest, to an old school, etc

You can follow causes, famous people etc

Security Issues and General Downsides

I would recommend you don’t load many details on your profile and set it so that only known friends can read it.  The recommendations for teenagers are good advice for all:  

http://thinkuknow.co.uk/11_16/control/social-networking/ 

Facebook has suffered from older people masquerading as youngsters and then harassing young people, stalking etc including rape.  Men in Dorset have been convicted of child molesting after establishing contact on FaceBook.  Teachers aren’t allowed to make friends with students and have to refuse requests from students.  We also have strong guidance about what we can post.

Security Settings should be set carefully as you may get requests from common names who aren’t the eg Rob Jones you thought it was.

People have been served writs in Australia over Facebook and employees have  been fired for irresponsible comments about their jobs – they have thought that the comments are just “among friends” but of course libel only needs to be published to a small group.  Only publish what you would be happy for absolutely anyone to see.

TWITTER – www.twitter.com 

At the heart of Twitter are small bursts of information called Tweets. Each Tweet is 140 characters in length, but don’t let the small size fool you—you can share a lot with a little space.  Tweeter is explicitly for sharing thoughts in public.

You sign up to view existing Tweeters, you can also see what they are looking at so can spend forever reading these messages.  

Any Serious Value to Twitter

Is being used by many professionals to share their thoughts as they happen, with others in their field.

Has been used for posting by protesters in Middle East, student protesters in UK – changing the way politics and protest is happening as these events can be organised without a formal leader, and the speed at which information can be shared is phenomenal compared to previous technologies.  

FreeLibya  Twitter site has been used to post news of the rebellion and has hyperlinks to videos of police brutality, loaded on Internet from mobile phones.  

Stephen Fry!!!  - is famous for tweeting about every little occurrence and this means if you follow him you may get 8 tweets a day from him and these will push other less prolific but perhaps more thoughtful tweeters off your screen.

Warning – people sometimes post in the heat of the moment and regret – here’s someone who was famous for 15 mins in January – the story went worldwide!  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marvin_Morgan  - Marvin Morgan is now at a new football club and has no Twitter account any more.  

WEB2.0

All come under banner of WEB2.0 technologies which loosely refers to Internet-based applications which are designed to be interactive and collaborative – you join and contribute and it is much easier to contribute than producing a traditional webpage which requires a little skill and takes time to update.  WEB2.0 technologies can generally be updated from mobile phone etc so don’t have to wait to make your point.

Other significant web 2.0 applications include LinkedIn which is for people to post their CVs so they can simply quote a hyperlink if interested in a job and they can be approached by potential employers.

